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SUBJECT: | """""I ON THE COUP ATTEMPT AND ITS 

AFTERMATH 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUMMARY: I I TOLD POLOFF ON 
FEBRUARY 27 THAT A COMBINATION OF DECLINING LIVING 
STANDARDS AND CORRUPTION HAD CAUSED THE FEBRUARY 4 COU P 
ATTEMPT . | | 
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I H SAID 

THAT THE QUESTION OF SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE GULF OF 
VENEZUELA HAD BEEN A PRETEXT FOR, RATHER THAN A 
FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE OF, THE COUP ATTEMPT. | | 
THAT PEOPLE HAD LOST FAITH IN DEMOCRACY. HE CITED THE 
LINGERING IDENTIFICATION IN THE POPULAR MIND OF MILITARY 
REGIMES WITH SOCIAL WELFARE, AND THE COUNTRY'S MILITARY 

TRADITION, AS FACTORS WHICH HAD RETARDED THE FINAL 

CONSOLIDATION OF DEMOCRACY HERE. | "| 
THE GOVERNMENT OUGHT TO RESPOND TO THE COUP ATTEMPT BY 
ACTUALLY GOVERNING AND BY IMPROVING THE PEOPLE'S 
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SOCIAL-ECONOMIC WELFARE ASAP, RATHER THAN WAITING FOR THE 
"SOCIAL MEG A- PROJECT" TO DELIVER THE GOODS IN MONTHS , IF 
NOT YEARS. \ 

I "*~~^ IrnMMBWTTwr. thit thptimppmt 

PEDRO PARIS MO NTE SINOS {RATHER T HAN MORALES BELLO) "WOULD" 
KEEP THE JOB. I 1 THAT THE PRESIDENT'S NEW 

"CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL" WAS COUNCIL MEMBER JULIO SOSA 
RODRIGUEZ' IDEA. END SUMMARY. 

MEETING WITH I "l 

3. POLOFF MET WITH I I ON FEBRUARY 

27 TO DISCU SS THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP ATTEMPT AND ITS 
AFTERMATH, j 



FOLLOWS . 

THE FEBRUARY 4 COUP ATTEMPT 

4 . I I THAT A COMBINATION OF DECLINING LIVING 

STANDARDS AND CORRUPTION HAD CAUSED THE COUP ATTEMPT. 
UNTIL 1978, HE COMMENTED, THE MIDDLE CLASS HAD BEEN ABLE 
TO "LIVE ITS DREAM," I.E., AN APARTMENT, AUTOMOBILE, MAID, 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS, CONDO IN MIAMI, FREQUENT TRAVEL, ETC. 
PUBLIC DEBT, THEFT AND MISMANAGEMENT, UNFORTUNATELY, 
CHANGED THIS IDYLLIC SITUATION. THE COUP PLOTTERS, ALL 
MIDDLE CLASS OR LOWER, FELT THE SAME DISSATISFACTION 
AFFLICTING THE PUBLIC AT LARGE. MOREOVER, THEY WERE WELL 
IF NARROWLY EDUCATED AND UNDERSTOOD WHAT WAS HAPPENING TO 
THE COUNTRY. AT THE SAME TIME, CORRUPTION HAD GROWN 
CONTINUOUSLY, TO THE POINT AT WHICH IT HAD SERIOUSLY 
SKEWED GOVERNANCE AND RUINED THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 
BY CAP'S SECOND INAUGURATION. THE "ECONOMIC GROUPS" 
RUNNING THE COUNTRY USED THE PRETEXT OF ECONOMIC AUSTERITY 
"SCAN DALOUSLY AND SHAME LESSLY" TO ENRICH THEMSELVES EVEN 
MORE . | 1 THE BEHAVIOR OF ONE OF THESE GROUPS 
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IN SUPPOSEDLY CORNERING THE WHOLESALE MARKET FOR ALMOST 
ALL DOMESTICALLY GROWN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE IN ORDER TO 
ENGAGE IN PRICE-FIXING, AS A CASE IN POINT. 



5 . I 1 THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE 



QUESTION OF SOVEREIGNTY IN THE GULF OF VENEZUELA HAD BEEN 
A FUNDAMENTAL CAUSE OF THE COUP ATTEMPT. "IT WAS ONLY A 
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PRETEXT," HE INSISTED. GIVEN THE SENSITIVITY OF THE ISSUE 
HERE AND THE PUBLICITY WHICH IT HAD RECENTLY RECEIVED AS A 
RESULT OF CAP'S JANUARY 10 SPEECH IN MARACAIBO AND 
SUBSEQUENT CONTRADICTORY COMMENTS, THE COUP PLOTTERS 
EVIDENTLY DECIDED THAT IT WOULD SERV E AS WELL AS ANYTHING 
FOR A "DETONATOR." IN A FEW MONTHS, | *""~ 
THE NEGOTIATORS WILL BE ABLE TO RESUME NEGOTIATIONS ON 
THIS ISSUE, EVEN THOUGH IT WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE POSSIBLE 
TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT UNTIL AFTER THE END OF CAP ' S 
PRESIDENCY. 

THE PUBLIC MOOD 

6 - I ""I CHARACTERISED THE VENEZUELAN PUBLIC AS 

HAVING LOST HOPE IN DEMOCRACY. " LOOK AT ABSTENTION, AT 
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SUBJECT : I I ON THE COUP ATTEMPT AND ITS 

THE MASSES' FAILURE TO RALLY IN DEFENSE OF THE GOVERNMENT 
ON FEBRUARY 4," HE COMMENTED. HISTORICALLY, HE CONTINUED, 
DEMOCRACY WAS STILL YOUNG AND SHALL OWL Y ROOTED IN 
VENEZUELA, WHICH HAS MILITARISTIC TRADITIONS GOING BACK 
HUNDREDS OF YEARS. FURTHERMORE, THERE EXISTED A POPULAR 

PERCEPTION LINKING MILITARY GOVERNMENT AND (GOOD) SOCIAL Bl 
WELFARE. PEOPLE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN, HE CLAIMED, THAT 
DURING THE TWO MILITARY GOVERNMENTS (1935-45) FOLLOWING 
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THE GOMEZ DICTATORSHIP, A NUMBER OF BASIC MEASURES OF 
SOCIAL WELFARE WERE PASSED: CREATION OF THE MINISTRY OF 
LABOR, PASSAGE OF THE FIRST LABOR LAW, ETC. EVEN THE 
PEREZ JIMENEZ DICTATORSHIP (1948-58) COULD CLAIM MANY 
NEEDED PUBLIC WORKS. THE COMBINATION OF THIS POPULAR 
PERCEPTION AND THE COUNTRY'S MILITARY /MILITARISTIC 
TRADITIONS HAD RETAR DED THE CONSOLIDATION OF A FIRM 
DEMOCRATIC TRADITION , | I MOREOVER, MOST OF 

THE PEOPLE HAD HAD NO DIRECT EXPERIENCE OF DICTATORSHIP, 
THUS WERE EVEN MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE "MYTH" OF 
BENEFICIAL DICTATORSHIP SUSTAINED IN PART BY THE SOCIAL 
RECORD O F PREVIOUS MILITARY GOVERNMENTS. "I REMEMBER, 
THOUGH , " I 

I I &T TITg tTMJPg r>i? IPUV 

DICTATORS. 

THE GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE 
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7. I I THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S PRIMARY RESPONSE 

TO THE COUP ATTEMPT SHOULD BE TO " BEGIN TO GOVERN." HE 
CRITICIZED LACK OF COORDINATION AMONG THE MINISTRIES, LACK 
OF SUPERVISION OF SUPPOSEDLY ONGOING PROGRAMS, WASTE, AND 
MISMANAGEMENT. ADDITIONALLY, THE GOVERNMENT NEEDED TO 
BEGIN TO SHOW IMMEDIATE RESULTS IN ITS OSTENSIBLE EFFORTS 
TO IMPROVE POPULAR LIVING STANDARDS . IT WOULD NOT BE 
ENOUGH IN THIS REGARD TO DISTRIBUTE FOOD BASKETS, HE SAID, 
SINCE THAT IS ALREADY BEI NG DONE AND, FURTHERMORE, SMACKS 
OF BEGGING AND HE'PKWDT.'MfTR J I HTH NOT SUGGEST HOW 

SPECIFICALLY THE GOV COULD IMPROVE ITS RECORD, BUT 
INSISTED THAT SOMETHING COULD BE AND HAD TO BE DONE. ALL 
THIS WAS NOT TO SAY THAT HE DISAGREED WITH THE IDEA OF THE 
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"SOCIAL MEGA-PROJECT , " [ I SIMPLY THAT IT 

WAS NECESSARY TO DO SOMETHING " IMMEDIATELY" RATHER THAN TO 
WAIT FOR THE MEGA-PROJECT TO PRODUCE RESULTS IN MONTHS, IF 
NOT YEARS. 



PRESIDENCY OF CONGRESS 
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J PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS (DURING ITS FIRST 



REGULAR SESSION OF THE YEAR, WHICH BE GINS IN EARLY 
MARCH) . 1 I HE ADDED THAT 

INCUMBENT PEDRO PARIS MONTESINOS WOULD BE REELECTED. "HE 
HAS DONE A GOOD J OB AND IS ACCEPTABLE TO EVERYBODY," 
I ] (NOTE: THIS WOULD REQUIRE, ALTHOUGH 

I ~ I dID NOT SPECIFICALLY SAY SO, "DUMPING" THE 
CANDIDACY OF SEN. DAVID MORALES BELLO.) 



THE CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 

9. I I THAT FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AND 

POLITICAL INDEPENDENT (THOUGH IDENTIFIED WITH COPEI) JULIO 
SOSA RODRIGUEZ HAD THE IDEA FOR THE CREATION OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL. SOSA (WHO.I~~ "" 
CLAIMED, HAD BEEN OFFERED THE POSITIONS OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER AND MINISTER OF THE TREASURY IN THE RUN-UP TO THE 
RECENT CABINET RESHUFFLE) ULTIMATELY REJECTED EITHER POST 
OWING TO HIS OBJECTIONS TO THE CONTINUED KEY ROLE OF 
MIGUEL RODRIGUEZ FANDAO. (RODRIGUEZ WENT FROM MINISTER 
FOR PLANNING TO PRESIDENT OF THE CENTRAL BANK IN THE 
RECENT CABINET SHAKE-UP.) SOSA, WHO WANTS THE FREEDOM TO 
SPEAK OUT AS HE SEES FIT, THEN CAME UP WITH THE "COUNCIL" 
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IDEA AND CONVINCED CAP TO ACCEPT IT. THE TWO OF THEM, 

I I THEN CHOSE THE COU NCIL'S OTHER SEVEN 

MEMBERS, INCLUDING | ~"H IN AN ATTEMPT TO 

ASSEMBLE A GROUP OF EMINENT VENEZUELANS REPRESENTATIVE OF 
DIFFERENT NATIONAL SECTORS. THE CO UNCIL WILL MEET WIT H 
THE PRESIDENT AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK, I ~ 1 
THE FIRST SUCH M EETING WAS TO OCCUR LATER ON FEBRUARY 27. 

I I THE COUNCIL WOULD OCCASIONALLY ISSUE 

PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS IN ADDITION TO PRIVATELY ADVISING 
THE PRESIDENT. 
SKOL 
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